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I have had the good fortune of applauding 
the incredible talents of our musicians in 
all of our schools as they presented this 
year’s rounds of Winter concerts.   It is 
particularly heartwarming for me to 
witness the growth that takes place as they 
begin with the 3rd grade recorder, add a 
band or stringed instrument in 4th grade, 
and then explode melodiously on the high 
school stage.  

 
This year some of the elementary music teachers 
introduced Chamber ensembles.  These chamber 
performers went through the audition process to 
be selected to perform as parents were walking 
into the concerts.  Led by their teachers, these 
3rd and 4th grade student musicians worked 
diligently to prepare some festive holiday tunes. 
With only a handful of lessons, and even less 
time to rehearse as a group, they performed 

beautifully. This was followed by wonderful choral performances by our 4th grade Choirs. 
Stratford Road performed songs 
from different cultures and 
wished us all Great Stratford 
Days and Old Bethpage warmed 
us with songs of the Winter.  
 
Over at the Middle Schools, I was 
thrilled by the maturing sounds 
of the various musical groups. 
When the POBMS 5th and 6th 
grade band performed Star Wars, 
it was clear that the “force was 
with them”, thanks to the diligent efforts of the entire Music staff.  Additionally, this year 
there was a special experience where our middle school students visited our high school 
orchestra for a combined rehearsal. 
 
After a very successful concert, the High School Chamber Orchestra performed for the Board 
of Education, delighting those in attendance with melodies of classical orchestral 
arrangements, in preparation for the Holiday Season.  The Jazz Ensembles performed 
exquisitely at the High School concert, leaving everyone tapping their feet and ready for a 
holiday party. Of course, I looked forward to and participated in the Choir Concert.  This is 
one that should never be missed.   
 
Thank you to the musicians and their teachers for ending 2017 on such high notes.  We 
anxiously await the next season of musical growth.  Best wishes to all for a wonderful holiday. 


